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“...a brilliant and 
enticing ‘tour map’ 
drawn by an experienced 
guide with passion 
and wisdom...Tom has 
made an invaluable 
contribution to the 
church with this  
gem-packed book.”
–�The Rev. Dr. John Yieh, 

Virginia Theological Seminary

Many people want to read the Bible, but are afraid to try. 
A Tour of the Bible provides a friendly introduction—
an overview of and orientation to the Bible, including 
outlines and summaries of each section and book of the 
Bible, with basic story lines and their significance. Find 
the gems amidst the genealogies in lists of “The Bible’s 
Greatest Hits” and learn more from resources that explore 
the formation of the Bible and comparisons of various 
Bible translations.

Tom Pumphrey is the Rector (pastor) of the Church of St. Peter and St. Paul in 
Marietta, Georgia. He is a graduate of Cornell University and Virginia Theological 
Seminary. Tom served parishes in the Philadelphia area for nine years where 
he became known for his teaching and consulting in church leadership. He also 
developed numerous courses and resources for surveys of basic Christian teaching. 

Features:
• �Written for the Bible novice, but with enough depth to satisfy 

the educated reader,
• �Maps, charts and diagrams help sort out the names and 

places in the Bible,
• �Presents the Bible in layers of detail: from simple overview 

to section outlines to book-by-book summaries, to resources 
for more in-depth analysis,

• �Outlines of each section and book of the Bible, and a list of 
“Greatest Hits,” favorite passages to read,

• �Provides resources for further study, including strategies for 
reading the Bible, comparisons of Bible translations, how the 
Bible became the Bible, and analytical methods,

• Workbook size: 8½  x 11 x 0.25 inches, 11 ounces,
• An easy-to-use handbook in 92 pages,
• �Available through Ingram distribution including Spring Arbor 

and Amazon.

by Tom Pumphrey

Learn more about A Tour of the Bible at: www.BlueKayakPublishing.com



An Introduction for the Unfamiliar

A Sneak Peek inside...

Part I: A Basic Orientation: 
• How the Bible is used, how it is structured
• How to start to read the Bible
• �A “50,000 Foot Fly-by” to get a sense of the big 

picture and the basic story line of the Bible
• �A section on key words to understand when reading 

the Bible

Three Major Sections

Part III: Resources for further learning:
• �Guides to Bible translations and editions,
• �How the Bible became the Bible, 
• �Analytical methods, and worldviews that impact how  

we understand the Bible,
• �Strategies for daily or weekly Bible reading,
• �Lists of additional resources for how you can learn more
• �A full Glossary of terms and Index,
• �Maps and charts at the front and back of the book for 

easy reference.

Books of the Old Testament

Books of the New Testament

The Apocrypha (or “Deuterocanonical Books”) see page 38

Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy

Gospel Accounts:
Matthew
Mark
Luke
John

Tobit
Judith
Additions to Esther
Wisdom
Ecclesiasticus (Sirach)
Baruch 

Acts of the Apostles

Revelation

 Isaiah
 Jeremiah
p Lamentations
 Ezekiel
 Daniel
 Hosea
 Joel Amos
 Obadiah
 Jonah
 Micah
 Nahum
 Habakkuk
 Zepheniah
 Haggai
 Zechariah
 Malachi

Letters:
Romans
1 & 2 Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
1 & 2 Thessalonians
1 & 2 Timothy
Titus
Philemon
Hebrews
James
1 & 2 Peter
1, 2 & 3 John
Jude

History:
 Joshua 
 Judges
w Ruth
 1 & 2 Samuel
 1 & 2 Kings
 1 & 2 Chronicles
 Ezra
 Nehemiah

Ruth and Lamentations are shown in the 
order they appear in the Bible 
(“canonical order”).

Ruth and Esther easily cross genres between 
History and Wisdom

Wisdom and Poetry
 wEsther
 wJob
 pPsalms
 wProverbs
 wEcclesiastes
 pSong of Songs

 wWisdom literature
 pPoetry
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“Minor

Prophets”

Letters 
of Paul

Torah ("the Law") Writings The Prophets

Traditionally, 
Joshua, Judges, 
Samuel and Kings 
are included in the 
Prophets, while 
Daniel, Ruth and 
Esther are included 
in the Writings. 

Letter of Jeremiah
Additions to Daniel:
  -Song of the Three Jews
  -Susanna
  -Bel and the Dragon
1 & 2 Maccabees

The Orthodox sometimes add:
   Prayer of Manasseh
   1 & 2 Esdras
   Psalm 151
   3 Maccabees

Ancient Israel and Judah
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New Testament Cities and Regions

Part II: A Section-by-Section Tour: 
• �An Outline of each section,
• �A list of “Greatest Hits” to read, 
• �An overview of the basic story line in that 

section,
• �A brief summary of each Biblical book in 

that section—reviewing the story and the 
message. 17         
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Chart of Abraham’s Family Tree 

The Old Testament is primarily the story of God and the descendants of Abraham, his son Isaac 
and his grandson Jacob (also known as Israel). Here is Abraham’s Family Tree:

(Abram)
Abraham

(Sarai)
Sarah

Hagar 
(Sarah’s 
servant)

dtr
Dinah

Leah 
wife #1

Zilpah
(Leah’s
Servant)

Bilhah
(Rachel’s
Servant)

Rachel 
wife #2

Jacob (#2)
aka “Israel”

“one who wrestles 
with God”

Esau
(#1)

(Edomites)

(Arabs)

The “12 Tribes of 
Israel” are each 
named for their 
ancestor–from  

Jacob’s 12 sons.

Ishmael Isaac

Gad
Asher Joseph 

Benjamin
Dan 
Naphtali

Rueben
Simeon
Levi
Judah
Issachar
Zebulun

Rebekah

Jacob (“Israel”):
2 wives: Leah & Rachel (Jacob favored Rachel)
2 surrogate wives—each a servant of a wife
 12 sons => the “Twelve Tribes of Israel” (and a daughter Dinah)
 Most beloved: sons of Rachel: Joseph and Benjamin
   Tribe of Judah: …David…Jesus
   Tribe of Levi: …Moses and Aaron…priests

T
he Torah

See more sneak peeks of  charts and opening sections at www.BlueKayakPublishing.com
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Part II: Section by Section Tour
The Old Testament: The Torah

Greatest Hits of the Torah!
* Genesis 1:1-2:3: Creation
 Genesis 2:4-25: God makes man and woman in his image
 Genesis 3: “The Fall:” Adam and Eve sin against God
 Genesis 6:5-9:17: Noah and the flood, and God’s covenant
 Genesis 12:1-7: The Call of Abram
   (See the whole Abraham saga, Genesis 12-25)
 Genesis 22:1-18: The “sacrifice” of Isaac
* Genesis 32:22-32: Jacob wrestles with God and becomes “Israel”
   (See also the whole Joseph saga, Genesis 37-50)
* Exodus 3:1-15 [and more in 3:16-4:17]: Moses and God at the burning bush
 Exodus 12:1-14: The first Passover
* Exodus 20:1-20: The Ten Commandments
 Numbers 11:4-30: Grumbling in the wilderness and God providing for them (this is hilarious) 
   (see also Numbers 22-24: Balaam refuses to curse Israel; Balaam’s donkey)
 Deuteronomy 5:1-21: A second rendition of the Ten Commandments
* Deuteronomy 6:1-9: The Great Commandment (also the “Shema,” Israel’s basic creed)
 Deuteronomy 30:11-20: “See, I have set before you life and death…choose life”

Outline of the Torah: the First Five Books
Genesis: Beginnings and Patriarchs: creating, relating, and choosing
 1-6:  Creation and Fall
 6-11: Noah and Ancestors
 11-25: Abraham, Sarah and Isaac
 25-36: Jacob 
 37-50: Joseph
Exodus: God saving and making a covenant with his people
 1-15:  Moses and the Exodus
 15-18: In the Wilderness
 19-24:  The Ten Commandments and Covenant Making
 25-40: Details for Worship (32-34: wilderness trouble)
Leviticus: The Laws of sacrifice and holiness
Numbers: Journey in the Wilderness (with lists of people)
 1-10: Census
 11-25: Wilderness Journey and some Laws; Balaam: 22-24
 26-36: Census, Inheritance Details, some Laws
Deuteronomy: Torah laws and review of the covenant
 1-3: Preface
 4-11: Ten Commandments and Exhortations
 12-26: Law Codes
 27-34: Epilogue

Referred to as 
“The Law” in the 
New Testament, the 
word “torah” means 
“instruction.” 
It is the core of the 
covenant between 
God and his people.

Exhortation is a 
kind of speech that 
strongly encourages 
and urges the 
listener to a specific 
course of action.
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